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Befriend 
We live in a world where real friendships hard to find. Suspicious of others and insecure 
about ourselves, we retreat into the safety of our small, self-made worlds. Now more than 
ever, it's easy to avoid people with whom we disagree or whose life experiences don't 
mirror our own. Safe among like-minded peers and digital "friends," we really don't have 
to engage with those who can challenge and enhance our limited perspectives. Tragically, 
even the church can become a place that minimizes diversity and reinforces isolation. 
Scott Sauls Author 
 
September 9 – October 14, 2018 
 

 
 
All Is Grace 
On April 27, 1934, a little boy was born who grew up to become a vagabond evangelist 
in patchwork pants fiercely daring us to believe a line too good to be true—God loves 
you as you are and not as you should be. His name was Brennan Manning. He boldly 
preached of the love of Jesus vast, unmeasured, boundless, and free. And he always 
faithfully pointed to a tender, elemental fury that blows where it wills; in a word, grace. 
Brennan Manning Author 
October 14 – November 11, 2018 
 



 
Single Gay Christian 
In an age where neither society nor the church knows what to do with gay Christians, 
Greg Coles tells his own story. Let's make a deal, you and me. Let's make promises to 
each other. I promise to tell you my story. The whole story. I'll tell you about a boy in 
love with Jesus who, at the fateful onset of puberty, realized his sexual attractions were 
persistently and exclusively for other guys. I'll tell you how I lay on my bed in the middle 
of the night and whispered to myself the words I've whispered a thousand times since: 
"I'm gay." I'll show you the world through my eyes. I'll tell you what it's like to belong 
nowhere. To know that much of my Christian family will forever consider me unnatural, 
dangerous, because of something that feels as involuntary as my eye color. And to know 
that much of the LGBTQ community that shares my experience as a sexual minority will 
disagree with the way I've chosen to interpret the call of Jesus, believing I've bought into 
a tragic, archaic ritual of self-hatred. If you'll listen, I promise I'll tell you everything, and 
you can decide for yourself what you want to believe about me.  
Greg Coles Author 
 
November 11 – January 13, 2019 
 

 
 
 
While We Wait: Living the Questions of Advent.  The author hopes to help people who 
don’t want to gloss over their own questions about the Christmas Story. It looks at 
Advent as a journey in which God seeks us at many levels of our understanding and 
spiritual willingness. It allows for real-life struggles and questions as a legitimate part of 
Advent’s spiritual exploration.  Lou Redding Author 
 
 
January 13 – February 10, 2019 
 



 
 
Our Greatest Gift 
One of the best-loved spiritual writers of our time takes a moving, personal look at 
human mortality. Henry J.M. Nowuen shares his own experiences with aging, loss, grief, 
and fear, gently and eloquently revealing the gifts that the living and dying can give to 
one another. Henry J.M. Nowuen Author 
 
February 10 – March 10, 2019 
 

 
 
The Passion of Mary-Margaret 
Mary-Margaret yearned to dedicate her life to the Lord. Jesus had another idea. When 
Mary-Margaret Fischer met Jude Keller, the lighthouse keeper's son, she was studying at 
a convent school on a small island off Chesapeake Bay. Destined for a life as a religious 
sister, she nevertheless felt a pull toward Jude--gorgeous, rebellious, promiscuous Jude. 
But Jude, driven by demons no one really understood, disappeared into Baltimore's 
seamy red-light district. Mary-Margaret moved on with her life, preparing to serve God 
with her sisters as a teacher and artist. Lisa Samson Author 
 
 
 
March 10 – April 14, 2019 (Lent) 
 



 
 
Soul Mentoring 
Soul Mentoring draws upon the wisdom of Gregory the Great (540-604) from his 
Pastoral Care, one of the most widely read books on mentoring from the ancient world. 
Those who walk in Gregory's steps will discover practical guidance for the journey into 
mentoring, including the formation of a mentor's soul, and wisdom in learning to care for 
others. Gregory describes mentoring as the "art of arts," the highest creative endeavor we 
share together. Gregory has ancient wisdom applicable to mentoring in our time, both for 
mentors and mentees, friends and family, coaches and teachers, clergy and spiritual 
directors, among other people looking for guidance in the ancient art of caring for souls. 
David Robinson Author, Discussion Leader 
 
April 14 – May 12, 2019 

 
O Ye Jigs & Juleps! 
An adult's guide to the child's world of 1904 written by a turn-of-the-century pixie who's 
like everybody's kid sister. She's as precocious as Eloise combined with the innocence of 
Dennis the Menace. She's charming, sincere, devilish and irresistible. And she's real! 
Virginia Carey Hudson was ten when she wrote these essays for a very understanding 
teacher in her Episcopal boarding school. The distinctive early American flavor adds to 
the entertainment as Virgina expresses herself while naively trouncing the concepts of 
school, the sacraments, church etiquette, everlasting life, spring, the library, personal 
appearance, strolling and the religions of China. It's a child's collection of impressions 
and an adult's come-uppance. Virginia Cary Hudson Author, Illustrated by Karla 
Kuskin Discussion Leader Debbie Morris, member of our preaching team. 
May 12 – June 9, 2019 
 



 
Blessed Are The Misfits 
Warning: If modern church culture makes perfect sense to you, and you always fit in 
seamlessly, don’t read this. As for the rest of us… 
While American church culture (and American culture at large) seems largely designed 
for the extroverted, it’s estimated that half of the American population is introverted, and 
they’re often left wondering how, even if, they fit in the kingdom of God. As one of 
them, popular radio host Brant Hansen brings news. It’s wonderful, refreshing, and 
never-been-said-this-way-before good news. Brant Hansen Author 
Buzz Johnson Discussion Leader 
 
June 9 – July 14, 2019 
 

 
Loving Your Neighbor 
Jesus didn't see a sick woman, he saw a daughter of God. He didn't see an outcast from 
society, he saw a child of Israel. He didn't see a sinner, he saw a person in the image of 
the Creator. Are we able to see others with the eyes of Jesus? Seeing rightly is the 
beginning of renewal, forgiveness, healing and grace. Seeing rightly, says Mark 
Labberton, is the beginning of how our hearts are changed. Through careful self-
examination in the Spirit, we begin to bear the fruit of love toward others that can make a 
difference. Here is a chance to reflect on why our ordinary hearts can be complacent 
about the evils in the world and how we can begin to see the world like Jesus. See what 
happens when you take a chance on the dangerous act of loving your neighbor. Your 
vision might just be changed forever. Mark Labberton Author  
Nathan Daniels Discussion Leader 
August – September 8, 2019 
 



 
 
An Altar in the World 
In the New York Times bestseller An Altar in the World, acclaimed author Barbara Brown 
Taylor continues her spiritual journey by building upon where she left off in Leaving 
Church.  With the honesty of Elizabeth Gilbert (Eat, Pray, Love) and the spiritual depth 
of Anne Lamott (Grace, Eventually), Taylor shares how she learned to find God beyond 
the church walls by embracing the sacred as a natural part of everyday life. In An Altar in 
the World, Taylor shows us how to discover altars everywhere we go and in nearly 
everything we do as we learn to live with purpose, pay attention, slow down, and revere 
the world we live in. Barbara Brown Taylor Author 
 
 


